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SUBJECT: DEFENSE DEBATE IN HOUSE OF LORDS, 12 MAY 1977 
REF: (A) LONDON 5017, (B) LONDON 5166 

1 . AWARE THAT CONSERVATIVE PEERS HAD EVERY INTENTION 
OF USING THEIR SUBSTANTIAL IN-BUILT MAJORITY IN THE 
HOUSE OF LORDS TO INFLICT A DEFEAT ON THE GOVERNMENT, 

LABOR PEERS AVOIDED THE FORMAL EMBARRASSMENT OF DEFEAT 
BY EMPLOYING THE SAME TACTICS USED BY THE GOVERNMENT 

IN THE HOUSE IN MARCH (FOR THE VOTING ON THE WHITE 
PAPER ON PUBLIC EXPENDITURES)-THEY FAILED TO PUT IN 
TELLERS WHEN THE CONSERVATIVES INSISTED ON FORCING A 
VOTE AT THE END OF THE DEFENSE DEBATE. AS A RESULT 
THE DIVISION WAS CALLED OFF AND LORD ORR-EWING'S 
AMENDMENT REGRETTING THE FIVE RECENT CUTS IN DEFENSE 
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EXPENDITURE WAS CARRIED WITHOUT A VOTE. THE ORIGINAL 
MOTION, AS AMENDED, WAS AGREED TO. ONLY TWO GOVERNMENT 
PEERS, BOTH MINISTERS (LORD PEART , LORD PRIVY SEAL 
AND LORD WINTERBOTTOM, LORD IN WAITING) SPOKE FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

2. LORD PEART OPENING THE DEBATE MOVED "THAT THIS 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

HOUSE TAKES NOTE OF THE STATEMENT ON THE DEFENSE 
ESTIMATES, 1977." LORD ORR-EWING MOVED AN AMENDMENT TO 
ADD TO THE MOTION THE WORDS "...BUT REGRETS THAT, IN THE 
FACE OE THE MASSIVE BUILDUP OF THE SOVIET UNION EORCES, 

THERE HAVE BEEN FIVE CUTS IN THE LAST TWO YEARS IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM DEFENSE EXPENDITURE AND, CONSEQUENTLY, 

IN THE CONTRIBUTION THAT OUR ARMED EORCES MAKE TO THE 
ALLIANCES, AND THEREFORE URGES THAT NO EURTHER CUTS BE 
MADE AND THAT THE FIGHTING CAPABILITY OF OUR FORCES BE 
RESTORED AS A MATTER OF THE HIGHEST PRIORITY." 

3. ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT WAS OBLIGED TO CONCEDE DEFEAT 
ON THE DEFENSE DEBATE IN THE LORDS-AMID LOUD CHEERS 
FROM TORY PEERS-THIS DEFEAT LACKS POLITICAL SIGNIFI- 
CANCE. HOWEVER, THE CONSERVATIVES WERE ABLE TO ENJOY 
ITS SYMBOLIC SIGNIFICANCE AS POINTING, ONCE AGAIN, TO 
THE FACT THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS BELEAGUERED ON A NUMBER 
OF FRONTS. 
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